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While not everything may be on this study guide, it will help you review some key points in each module of the chapter. Read through the module, expanded key terms, and ask your instructor if there are additional questions after completing this study guide. 
[bookmark: _bcnedvz3jkt7]Module 1
1. What is the Freedom Partners Action Fund designed to do? 
a. A super Political Action Committee (PAC) is designed to try to defeat and elect candidates by donating money to campaigns. 
2. What did the U.S. Supreme Court strike down in 2014 that impacted campaign financing? 
a. The limit on the total amount of money wealthy donors can contribute to candidates and political committees. 
3. Provide a current example of a topic that political sociology would address. 
a. The Democratic Socialist Movement resulted from Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders winning the Democratic presidential nomination 
b. Campaign platforms include
i. Making tuition free at public colleges and universities, enacting a $15 minimum wage, and a universal childcare program 
4. What did Marx, Weber, and Bourdieu recognize in relation to political sociology?
a. Marx recognized the imbalances of power among groups in society and believed political systems are grounded within particular economic systems. 
b. Weber shed light on authority, power, and leadership. 
c. Bourdieu focused on relations between language, power, and politics. 
5. What are the three basic categories of political involvement? 
a. Political participation
b. Civil participation
c. Political consumerism
6. What is one of the strongest predictors of whether individuals are involved in politics?
a. Economics (specifically SES) 
7. What are the characteristics of upper-middle-class and upper-class parents who are involved in politics? 
a. Have high levels of political knowledge, interest, efficacy, and tolerance. 
b. Engage in political discussion
c. Be politically active
d. Encourage their children to become independent and to express themselves fully in family discussions 
8. Why is participation in voluntary organizations as a teenager a strong predictor of future political involvement? 
a. The more voluntary organizations, the more predictive of increased political participation in adulthood due to gaining more civic skills and resources. 
9. Who is more likely to be involved in politics? Athletes, Boy Scouts, environmentalists? Explain your answer. 
a. Environmental activists. As individuals who participate in sports groups are more homogenous and have more in-group goals. A teenager who is interested in environmentalism is more individualistic and focused on out-group goals. 
10. How is social media related to political involvement? 
a. Those who are more connected to social media are also more politically engaged (correlation, not causation) 
11. Discuss the four activities in relation to the gap between lower and higher SES and being politically engaged online and offline. 
a. Attending a political rally or speech
b. Working or volunteering  for a political party or candidate
c. Contacting an official about an issue that is important to you either online or offline
d. Donating to a political candidate
12. Based on the Pew study, how can one argue that social media facilitates political expression more than participation? 
a. Most of the categories pertain to consuming or redistricting information rather than directly supporting government or politics 
13. What are the five obstacles that hinder young women’s political ambition? 
a. Young men are more likely to be socialized than young women to pursue a career in politics 
b. Young women are exposed to less political information at schools, among peers, and in the media
c. Young men are more likely to play sports, which develops a competitive nature and desire to win
d. Young women are less likely to receive encouragement from anyone to run for public office
e. Young women think they are less qualified to run for public office even when they are established in their careers
14. What information does the report, Girls Just Wanna Not Run: The Gender Gap in Young Americans Political Ambition, provide in reference to political involvement? 
a. Political strategies to increase the number of women in politics 
15. What is Emily’s List?
a. The Emily’s List is a democratic Political Action Committee (PAC) that has been recruiting and training female candidates since 1984. It has created a network of donors to level the playing field so that these women are not discouraged regarding fundraising. 
16. How does socio-political culture in a state impact females? 
a. States with strict gender roles and traditional gender stereotypes are not as likely to produce a female governor. If states have a historical pattern of electing women to lower levels of office, then the state will have a larger number of qualified candidates. 
17. What was the political impact of the film An Inconvenient Truth? 
a. It raised awareness of global warming from an unfamiliar term to a common phrase discussed around the globe. 
b. Republicans doubted the science and called global warming a hoax. 
18. How do Republicans and Democrats differ on the issue of climate change? Why? 
a. Democrats favor regulations to protect citizens (especially the disadvantaged). They are more supportive of environmental legislation. 
b. Republicans believe that government regulations hinder free market capitalism and job growth. Regulatory costs cripple the economy and skepticism about the cause of climate change. 
19. What key issues and opposing views have been surrounding the Keystone XL Pipeline? 
a. Democrats opposed it for environmental reasons such as “will increase oil extracted and pollution, the potential for oil spills” 
b. Republicans favored the creation of 118,000 jobs that would raise the standard of living for the construction, manufacturing, and transportation industries
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1. List the five types of societies. 
a. From Lenski
b. Hunting and gathering: hunting, fishing, and gathering plants 
c. Horticultural and pastoral: basic farming and domestication of animals 
d. Agricultural: large-scale farming and domestication of animals
e. Industrial: manufacturing of goods using sources of power
f. Post-industrial or Information Age: production of information via computers and emphasis on services rather than manufacturing
2. Provide examples of countries that are capitalistic, socialistic, and totalitarian. 
a. Capitalistic: US, Germany, Japan, Brazil, Russia
b. Socialistic: Denmark, Finland, Netherlands, Canada, Sweden, Norway, Ireland, New Zealand, Belgium
c. Totalitarian: Cuba, North Korea 
3. What is unique about the Chinese economic system?
a. The Chinese economic system is a pre-capitalist agrarian system coupled with a socialist market economy. It has the second most millionaire households in the world, right behind the United States. 
4. What is the role of a PAC? 
a. Structurally embedded within the political system creates a more even distribution of power
5. What are the three primary functions of lobbyists? 
a. Disseminate information to legislators to assist in legislation 
b. Identify public opinions about issues important to clients
c. Influence political agendas by creating coalitions to support or oppose bills
6. What is unique about the NRDC lobbyists? 
a. As a non-profit, the NRDC faces legal limitations and restrictions on the number of funds it can devote to lobbying Congress. Therefore, it operates an affiliated PAC (a separate organization to engage in various political and advocacy activities that the NRDC cannot). 
7. Can influence be “bought” within politics? 
a. This is debatable. 
b. However, wealthy individuals and corporations have the most to gain by donating and lobbying. 
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1. What are the notable examples of social problems in politics? 
a. Redistricting 
b. Early voting registration
c. College student voting
d. Voter fraud and voter ID laws
2. What other term may be used instead of redistricting?
a. Gerrymandering 
3. Explain the redistricting process. 
a. The redistricting process has been viewed as a social problem because in some instances, the district lines have been redrawn to favor the interests of one political party over another at the expense of the voters. It occurs every 10 years and is timed to coincide with the release of the latest US Census Bureau figures on demographics for the nation. 
i. Once district lines are drawn, voters may have little chance of redressing the issue before the next redistricting cycle. 
4. What has been done to redistrict early voting, and who has been most impacted? 
a. Shortening the number of days early voters can cast their ballots 
b. Eliminating the same-day registration and voting option
c. Restricting early voting to weekdays and prohibiting evening voting
d. Allowing voting only in election offices and not neighborhood polling stations 
5. Explain what makes the college student voting experience unique. 
a. Many students go to college out-of-state, yet they may identify their home state as their true residence. There is an increasing difficulty for students to vote. On-campus polling stations have been removed, and a student ID does not qualify as sufficient identification 
6. Identify examples of disenfranchisement that have occurred in society. 
a. 1831: the poor were excluded from voting 
b. A variety of laws have been designed to disenfranchise minorities, including
i. Prove English language proficiency
ii. Voter registration at courthouses during the planting/harvesting season
iii. The Chinese Exclusion Act 
7. What are the implications of voter ID laws? 
a. Some challenges associated with getting an ID are greeted then the individual can overcome 
b. Disproportionately impact minorities, lower class people, and elderly individuals
8. How do the functionalist, conflict, and symbolic interactionist perspectives address social problems in politics? 
a. Functionalist
i. This theory involves looking at the intended and unintended consequences of policy and how policies contribute to the overall stability of the society
b. Conflict
i. This theory looks at the social problems associated with politics as a competition over scarce resources between those with power and those without power. The powerful in society find redistricting and voter ID laws that the less powerful in society find disenfranchisement
c. Symbolic interactionist
i. This theory focuses on the relationship between the political process, the experience of the individual, and how that individual’s experience impacts the group as a whole
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1. What are the pros and cons of outsourcing? 
a. Pros
i. Reduced cost for the company
ii. A more flexible labor force
iii. Increased access to skilled employees
b. Cons 
i. Reliance on employees outside the business
ii. Disconnect between the company and subcontracted employees
iii. Lacking an understanding of business by subcontracted employees 
iv. Concerns over product quality control 
2. What are the pros and cons of offshoring? 
a. Pros
i. Reduced cost for the company
ii. Access to a global labor force 
iii. Increased access to skilled employees 
b. Cons 
i. Language and communication barriers 
ii. Time differences
iii. Unstable geographic and political situations 
iv. Concerns over product quality control 
v. Added transportation costs for manufactured goods 
3. What is the difference between a knowledge worker and a service worker? 
a. Knowledge workers' jobs are more likely to be outsourced or offshored
i. Administration, finance, and technological jobs are more knowledge-based 
b. Service workers are rarely outsourced or sent to another country
i. Hospitality, waitressing, and retail jobs are in the service sectors
4. How can downsizing be both a personal trouble and a public issue? 
a. Downsizing can result in job loss for employees. This manifests not only in the daily lives of the individual workers but also in their ability to participate financially in the larger community. When a significant number of people experience the same type of personal troubles, like unemployment, it becomes a public issue that society as a whole must address. 
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1. Explain the intersection between politics and economics. 
a. The intersection between politics and economics is the result of the massive influx of money into the political process. 
b. Economics plays a large role in government, campaigns, voting, and legislation. There is clear evidence to support that wealthy individuals, corporations, and lobbyists have tremendous influence in shaping politics in the U.S. Campaigns are a race to see who can raise the most money in their own campaigns and from outside sources such as PACs. 
2. What is the Fair Elections Now Act? 
a. Comprehensive reform that established voluntary public funding of all elections
b. The Fair Elections Now Act would establish the following:
i. Candidates would raise a large number of $100 contributions from individual constituents to qualify for Fair Elections funding. 
ii. 1,500 contributions would be required to qualify as a US House of Representative candidate and up to 3,000 for a US Senate candidate. 
iii. Qualified House candidates would receive $1,125,000 in Fair Elections funding, split 40% for the primary and 60% for the general election.
iv. Additional matching Fair Election funding could be raised via additional $100 contributions. 
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