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[bookmark: _omt18463uhyv]Chapter 12 Religion and Education
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While not everything may be on this study guide, it will help you review some key points in each module of the chapter. Read through the module, expanded key terms, and ask your instructor if there are additional questions after completing this study guide. 
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1. How does one’s education relate to one’s belief in a personal God or gods?
a. The more educated you are, the less likely you will believe in a personal God, especially if you are a scientist. Although, the more education you attain, the more likely you will believe in a higher power rather than a definite belief in God. The less educated are more likely to believe in heaven, hell, devils, miracles, and the literal truth of the Christian Bible. 
2. Why is religion difficult to define? 
a. Religion is a social construct and has different meanings for people. 
3. How did Emilé Durkheim define religion? 
a. A religion is a unified system of beliefs and practices relative to sacred things, that is, things set apart and forbidden – beliefs and practices which unite into one moral community called a Church, all those who adhere to them. 
b. The concept of “Church” is problematic, and religion is defined in the context of a community. 
c. A functional definition that includes the sacred and a “Church” as a metaphorical social institution. 
4. How did Karl Marx define religion?
a. The foundation of irreligious criticism: Man makes religion, religion does not make man. Religion is the self-consciousness and self-esteem of a man who has either not yet won through to himself or has already lost himself again. But man is so abstract, squatting outside the world. Man is the world of man - state, society. Religious suffering is, at one and the same time, the expression of real suffering and a protest against real suffering. Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of the heartless world, and the soul of soulless conditions. It is the opium of the people. 
b. Marx views religion as a human-made institution designed to provide comfort for the oppressed. Religion perpetuates injustices as it reinforces the existing social arrangements whereby the wealthy exploit the poor. (Conflict perspective) 
5. How did Peter Berger define religion? 
a. The audacious attempt to conceive the entire universe as humanly significant. 
b. This is the broadest view. Burger views religion as a means of making sense out of the seemingly random acts of nature and the social world. Religion serves a vital function in society by providing meaning and stability among members as opposed to chaos and alienation. 
6. What are the three (3) Bs of religiosity?
a. Beliefs
b. Behaviors
c. Belonging 
7. What are trends in relation to a belief in God or religion? 
a. There is a decrease among Americans who believe in God and an increase in those who believe in a Higher Power. There is a declining number of people who believe the Bible is the inerrant word of God and a rising number of young people who state that they are spiritual but not religious. 
8. What are trends in large-scale behaviors in religious practice?
a. There is less denominational loyalty, a desire to attend more informal worship services incorporating technology, and an attraction to megachurches. However, megachurches do not appeal to most millennials. 
9. What are trends related to belonging?
a. Pertains to the religious practice of belonging to a religious community. 
b. Religious attendance is increasing and decreasing. 
10. What religion is ranked as the largest? Second largest? 
a. Christianity and Islam
11. Discuss education and income in relation to fundamentalism among Muslims. 
a. Education has significantly less of an effect on fundamentalism among Muslims than it does on fundamentalism in the United States. 
i. In some countries, the less educated supported more fundamentalist views, but in other countries, they were more supportive of democracy. The effect of more education does not consistently result in a decrease in fundamentalism and a rise in support for democracy in predominantly Muslim countries. 
12. What are the agents of socialization that mold and shape your religious preferences? 
a. The primary agents of socialization in order of the level of impact they have on molding and shaping your religious preferences. 
i. National Religiosity
1. Individuals identify with the national or majority religion. 
ii. Family
1. The social learning process is a powerful force within the family that guides your religious preferences
iii. Peers
1. Your friends’ religiosity is a predictor of your religiosity
iv. School
1. The level of religiosity within your school impacts your religiosity
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1. What does historical and archeological evidence tell us about religion? 
a. Every society of record has had some kind of religious influence, which indicates that religion must serve important functions if all societies have one or more religions integrated. 
2. Who was the first sociologist to systematically study religion? What did he study? 
a. Emilé Durkheim (The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life, 1912)
b. Durkheim studied the Australian Aborigines, as he believed they represented the most basic, elementary forms of religion within a culture. One common aspect of all religious beliefs: sacred and profane. 
c. All religions have beliefs and rites (observed through gatherings or ceremonies). 
d. The main functions of religion are social cohesion and social control. 
3. List five (5) functions of religion. 
a. Social cohesion
b. Social control
c. Provides comfort and quells dissatisfaction 
d. Strengthens human community
e. Assures its followers that there is a larger cosmic order 
4. Provide examples of how the government impacts religion. 
a. In the early 1960s, the United States Supreme Court ruled organized prayer and the reading of the Bible in public schools unconstitutional. This impacted the socialization process of religion. 
b. Today, family and religious organizations are the primary means of learning about faith and practice, whereas public schools were part of the process 50 years ago. 
5. Discuss the Hobby Lobby Supreme Court case. 
a. The Supreme Court ruled in favor of allowing corporations with religious owners from having to provide health insurance that pays for contraceptives. This allowed corporations to claim religious exemptions from federal law. 
6. Discuss the 1925 John Thomas Scope v. The State of Tennessee. 
a. A substitute teacher was fined $100 for teaching evolution, and the final court decision banned the instruction of evolution within the public schools of Tennessee. In 1968, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that banning evolution violated the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment (which prohibits the government from establishing religion). 
7. How do most Muslim women view wearing the hijab? 
a. Most Muslim women view wearing a face scarf (hijab_ as being their choice and do not view it as being suppressed by men or their religion. They desire to be modest and do not want to be judged by their appearance but by their character and intelligence, a way to conceal their sexuality, and allow their femininity to be revealed, which communicates good moral character. 
8. What are two of the most controversial issues within the American church today? 
a. The ordaining of gay and lesbian ministers
b. The sanctioning of gay and lesbian marriages by the church 
9. How are religion and sustainability closely intertwined? 
a. Most religious doctrines are focused on social justice issues (i.e. feeding and housing the poor & advocating for the socially marginalized). There is a movement, particularly among Christian churches, to reconsider humankind’s role in relation to the planet. 
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1. What are the key functions of the educational system? 
a. Transmit culture from one generation to another. Also, socializes students on the norms, beliefs, and values of the society
b. Train students for their future careers
c. Helps reduce deviance and impose social control by providing structure for the youngest members of society 
2. What has been the outcome of some of the key Supreme Court rulings on education in America? 

	Year: Case Name
	Supreme Court Ruling 

	1956: Brown v. Board of Education
	Maintaining segregated school systems for black and white students was unconstitutional 

	1969: Tinker v. Des Moines Independent School 
	A student’s right to free speech is constitutional as long as it does not interfere with the educational process 

	1985: New Jersey v. TLO
	Schools may search student property if a reasonable suspicion exists that the student has broken a school rule or committed a crime 

	1988: Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier 
	School newspapers are for educational purposes, not public forums of free speech. Schools may censor the material published in school newspapers

	1995: Vernonia School District v. Acton 
	In an effort to ensure student and school campus safety, schools are allowed to mandate drug tests of student-athletes

	2014: Schuette v. Coalition to Defend Affirmative Action 
	Upheld voters' ban on the use of race as a factor in college admissions 



3. How does educational inequality impact schools, teachers, and students? 
a. Wealthier districts can afford better teachers, offer a wider range of courses, and provide their students with better equipment and a broader range of experience than poorer school districts. Poor quality schools often have the least experienced and least qualified teachers, the teachers have fewer resources at their disposal and earn less money, and work in more challenging environments, which creates a higher teacher turnover rate. 
4. What are some examples of the hidden curriculum? 
a. Being familiar with the structure of a classroom
b. Learning to respect the authority of your teachers 
c. Knowing how to use the textbook and class resources
d. Understanding when to speak your mind versus when to say nothing
e. Knowing it is impolite to interrupt others, speak when the teacher is speaking, or blurt out answers in class 
f. Coming to class on time and preparing to work 
g. Understanding the difference between the language you use with teachers versus what you use with your peers 
5. In what ways does social class play a role in the hidden curriculum? 
a. Students in working-class schools are taught to follow rules, given few choices, and receive little explanation from teachers as to why they are doing something 
b. Differences in hidden curriculums impact the career futures of students
i. Wealthy students gravitate to professional, medical, or business fields that require them to think broadly, independently, or imaginatively
c. The hidden curriculum, reinforced by the economic inequality of the communities, works to replicate the social class structure of the larger society
6. What is the “Robin Hood” method of school finances? 
a. This method required wealthier school districts to share their revenue with poorer school districts. 
7. What is Common Core, and what are some of its requirements?
a. The initial goal of the Common Core is to establish unified knowledge standards for each grade level in English and Math, with Science being added at a later date
b. Some of its requirements include
i. Development of student skill sets as they move from grade to grade
ii. An emphasis on deep critical thinking as opposed to a wide breadth of surface knowledge
iii. Interdisciplinary learning with more attention given to informational sources 
iv. Assessment that focuses on evidence of learning 
1. Fewer multiple-choice tests and more essay exams 
v. Practical application of learning with college and the work world in mind 
8. What are some of the school choice options available to parents and their children? 
	Option
	Explanation

	School Vouchers
	Allows parents to apply some or all of their child’s public school tax revenue towards a private school education

	Charter Schools
	Publicly funded academic institutions that operate independently of school districts yet are required to comply with state standards. Typically chosen by parents based on their alternative educational models 

	Private Schools
	Independent of local and state academic standards. Typically have a curriculum based on particular religious or academic emphasis and offer some type of specialized learning 

	Homeschooling
	Varies tremendously around the country. Generally, involves parents taking responsibility for the education of their child(ren). It may or may not involve parents using a professionally approved curriculum

	Online Learning 
	Students follow state-approved educational material online. It may be done full- or part-time. Requires students to be virtually connected to teachers



9. How do functionalist, conflict, and symbolic interactionist theorists explain the educational system? 
a. Functionalist
i. This theory views education as an important component of society’s socialization process. Its intended role is the transmission of knowledge, skills, and values from group to group. Education works to maintain social control in society and has unintended consequences associated with the hidden curriculum and cultural capital. 
b. Conflict
i. This theory views the social problems that occur as involved with the inequality of the system. Competition over funding and other resources results in an educational imbalance that leaves some students ill-prepared for academic success. Education inequality is an expression of the will of the powerful in a society that helps maintain a division between “haves” and “have-nots.” 
c. Symbolic Interactionism
i. This theory contends that teacher perception plays a key role in student success. How a teacher perceives a student is based on interactions between the two, and the student's performance is greatly influenced by how they believe the teachers perceive them, which plays a role in the inequality of educational outcomes. 
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1. Summarize the case study of Jay and Mr. Money. 
a. Mr. Money had wealthy parents, went to the best school, worked hard, and graduated with honors. All his life, he believed that everyone is responsible for their own success and that a person’s problems are theirs to figure out, not anyone else’s responsibility. 
b. Jay’s parents had few economic resources, lived on the poor side of town, attended an underfunded public school, and struggled with math and reading classes. 
c. The district asked the town citizens to vote on the issue of raising money to make school improvements. Mr. Money was opposed. He feels that school student troubles are personal, not public issues. The tax increase was voted down, and no additional funds were raised. As a result, there was no variety in courses and no assistance in troubled areas. Jay graduates underprepared. Mr. Money hires a personal assistant. His assistant is Jay. 
2. What are the top reasons students drop out of school? 
a. Feeling that the classes were boring and not motivated to work on school
b. Family issues like teen pregnancy or the need to get a job to help the family
c. Too many absences and/or failing classes 
d. Family and friends are unsupportive of school 
e. Too much freedom and too few rules 
3. In what way is the issue of high school dropouts both personal and public issues? 
a. One person dropping out of school is a personal trouble
b. High school dropouts, on average, earn $8,000 less per year than their graduating counterparts. 
c. Individuals who do not graduate earn less money, and the states collect less tax revenue. When tax revenue decreases, then cities in specific, and the nation in general, cannot afford to provide as many social services to their citizens (i.e. improving schools, hiring qualified teachers, assisting students like Jay) 
d. The personal troubles become public issues because communities do not get a return on their investment in the student (i.e. taxable income) and don’t have the money to invest in future students. 
4. What are the pros and cons of tracking students?
a. Pros
i. Dividing students by ability, additional attention can be given to underachieving students who are at risk of dropping out
b. Cons 
i. A student’s achievement is greatly impacted by the track they are placed on 
ii. Less qualified teachers tend to be assigned to lower-level tracks, and higher achieving students are assigned more qualified teachers
iii. The quality of classes offered to average/low achieving are less engaging 
iv. Teachers with average/low achieving will expect less of their students and, in turn expect less of themselves (teacher expectancy effect)
v. Poor and minority students are disproportionately placed in low-level tracks 
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1. How does the gender gap manifest in higher education?
a. Women are more likely than men to earn a college degree 
2. What are some of the concerns with for-profit colleges? 
a. For-profit colleges have been accused of aggressive recruiting tactics, high tuitions, poor job placement rates, and saddling students with debt burdens greater than what they would have had through traditional institutions 
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