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Blended Family: 	a family in which one or both spouses have children from previous relationships. (LO 13.2.1) 

The blended family was made famous by the 1970s TV show, The Brady Bunch featuring a father with three sons and a mother with three daughters who meet and marry. Approximately one-third of children in the U.S. will live within a blended family before the age of eighteen. 

Child Abuse: 	the physical, emotional, or sexual harm or mistreatment of a child. (LO 13.3.2) 

Child abuse occurs when a parent, relative, guardian, or stranger intentionally inflicts injury on a child. 

Childfree:	individuals who choose not to have children. (LO 13.2.3)

More couples are choosing not to have children for a variety of reasons. Many want the freedom and independence of being child-free, while others choose to pursue their careers, and having children is deemed as being a hindrance. The view of having to have children to be complete is changing, which is a shift in American culture.  

Childless:	individuals who cannot have children for biological reasons. (LO 13.2.3) 

Couples who are unable to have children may choose Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) or adoption. American culture values procreation and most couples plan to have children, but some will be unable to have children due to infertility. 

Cohabitation: 	a residential pattern in which a couple lives together without the benefits of legal marriage. (LO 13.1.1) 

This living arrangement is becoming a norm for all ages, and approximately one-half of Americans will cohabitate. Some couples view the arrangement as a trial run to determine if they are compatible, while others live together for economic reasons. 

Courtship: 	seeking an individual's affection or establishing contractual terms, usually intending to form a long-term relationship. (LO 13.1.1) 

This is the process that includes dating and the engagement period. Many individuals date to determine if the person is a potential partner and seek to develop a deep and lasting relationship. 

Covenant Marriage:	a legally binding marriage requiring premarital counseling and more limited grounds for divorce. (LO 13.1.2) 

This type of marriage is a legal option in Arkansas, Arizona, and Louisiana. It is designed to make it more difficult for couples to divorce. The three components include requiring premarital counseling, counseling when couples are having difficulties and fewer groups for divorce. For example, in Arkansas, a couple who agrees to a covenant marriage can only divorce if one of the spouses commits adultery, a felony, or engages in physical or sexual abuse. Emotional or financial abuse is not considered a group for divorce. Members of conservative religious denominations predominantly choose Covenant marriages. 

Elder Abuse:	the physical, emotional, sexual, and financial abuse or exploitation of an elder by a caregiver or trusted individual. (LO 13.3.2)

Elder abuse occurs when a relative or guardian intentionally inflicts injury on a senior citizen. 

Endogamy:	marrying or establishing a relationship within one’s own social group or category, as required by custom or law. (LO 13.1.2) 

This form of self-segregation is often practiced by ethnic groups such as Orthodox Jews. There is family and social pressure from within the group to only marry someone associated with the group. 

Exogamy:	marrying or establishing a relationship outside one’s social group or category. (LO 13.1.2)

Most individuals practice exogamy and do not marry blood relatives. Historically, this practice is due to the health benefits of not marrying relatives and the preference for forming alliances between different families and groups through marriage. 

Extended Family:	a family with other kin such as grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins living in the same household or nearby. (LO 13.2.1)

The extended family is the norm in many cultures, such as in Asian and Latin American societies. The relatives serve a function by providing family support for child rearing and may provide additional income. There often is no governmental support for the elderly, and families must provide care for aging parents and relatives. 

Family:	a group of people connected by blood, marriage, adoption, or agreed-upon relationship. Families are socially constructed and historically changing. (LO 13.1.1)

The definition of the family is socially constructed and can include two people or dozens. Some individuals include close friends as a family; others require the person to be a blood relative. The term is often used to refer to parents and children but can be expanded to include a wide array of relatives and other individuals. 

Family of Orientation:	the family in which you are raised and socialized due to birth, adoption, or a blended family. (LO 13.2.1) 

It is often stated you don’t get to pick your family; you were simply born into your family. Everyone can situate within a family they grew up in as a means of orientation. 

Family of Procreation:	the family you choose to create through marriage, agreed-upon relationships, or the birth or adoption of children. (LO 13.2.1) 

Individuals and couples choose to create a family by procreation, cohabiting, or adoption. Thus, new families are created. In today’s society, we see these new families being created by either heterosexual or homosexual couples. 

Free Range Parenting:	a style of parenting that deemphasizes scheduling and supervision and emphasizes extreme independence. (LO 13.2.4) 

This parenting style is the opposite of a “helicopter parent.” These parents provide an environment of freedom, responsibility, independence, and the ability to roam the neighborhood freely. Some argue that this style of parenting borders on neglect and is no longer safe in the 21st century. 

Helicopter Parent:	a well-meaning, overprotective, and overly involved parent that does not promote the characteristic of independence. (LO 13.2.4)

This parenting style is the opposite of “free-range parenting” and involves parents who hover over their children and don’t allow them to make choices on their own. They are often over-controlling and over-schedule their children, leading to the possibility of the child not learning how to be independent and responsible. 

Homogamy:	marrying or establishing a relationship with someone with similar social and economic characteristics. (LO 13.1.1) 

The adage that “opposite attracts” is not based on sound research, as the majority of individuals seek someone to date or marry who is similar to them. We tend to select individuals who are similar in age, social status, religion, and many other factors. 

Kinship:	social relationship pattern based on blood, marriage, or adoption. (LO 13.2.1) 

This is a socially constructed term where in some cases, an individual has to be blood-related to be considered kin, while in other cases, a third or fourth cousin by marriage may be considered kin. Genealogy is popular as a means to trace kin for multiple generations. 

Marriage:	a socially constructed relationship that assumes financial and sexual cooperation between two people. (LO 13.1.1) 

The requirements for marriage differ by location. In some societies, only marriages that a religious institution sanctions are legal and binding. In other cases, simply living together for a specific number of years constitutes a common-law marriage. 

Matrilocal Residence:	a living pattern in which a couple resides with or near the wife’s parents. (LO 13.2.1)

This type of family is not common in modern societies but still exists in some areas around the world. Many members of the wife’s family often live with or near her, forming a tribe or clan. Today, couples may choose to live with their mother or mother-in-law for economic or other practical reasons. 

Monogamy:	a marriage between two people. (LO 13.1.2) 

The traditional marriage relationship was between a man and a woman. The legalization of same-sex marriage in 2015 has expanded this definition to include marriage between two people. A practice that is often associated with monogamy is for the spouses to remain faithful to each other in the marriage. 

Neolocal Residence:	a living pattern in which a couple establishes their own residence independent of their parents. (LO 13.2.1)

This residency pattern is the most common in the U.S., where most couples choose to live independently and be financially independent of their parents. Living with parents is often a last resort and occurs during economic crises. Many adult children choose to work in different states or countries and may not even be close to their parents. 

No-Fault Divorce:	marriages that can be dissolved without evidence of wrongdoing. (LO 13.4.2)

First legalized in California in 1969, no-fault divorce is designed to allow the couple to divorce without determining the fault of either person. Typically, couples seeking a no-fault divorce will cite irreconcilable differences as the reason for the divorce. 

Nuclear Family:	a family consisting of one or more parents and children. (LO 13.2.1)

This pattern of the family is small and only consists of the immediate family. Relatives do not live with the family. The nuclear family is the norm in the U.S. and the term was popularized after the World Wars. 

Patriarchal:	lines of descent traced through the paternal side of the family and characterized by male dominance. (LO 13.1.2) 

This is an institutionalized system where men have more power and resources than women. In some patriarchal societies, women often have limited resources, and men are dominant in areas such as the family, economics, and government. Male children are preferred over female children, and inheritance is passed down through the parental side of the family or the eldest son. Fathers hold moral authority and social privilege over women and children. 

Patrilocal Residence: 	a living pattern in which a couple resides with or near the husband’s parents. (LO 13.2.1)

This pattern of family is more common in modern societies as most societies are patriarchal. The sons within a family marry and bring their wives into the household or live near the father. The lineage is traced through the males in the family, and a patriarch normally has control and influence over the extended family. 

Polyamory:	intimate relationships with multiple partners, with informed consent from all partners. (LO 13.1.2)

This is not as uncommon as you think this practice might be. Since polyamorous relationships do not necessitate marriage, people can easily form intimate relationships with multiple people at a time. 

Polyandry:	a legally sanctioned or illegal marital relationship in which one woman has multiple husbands. (LO 13.1.2)

This is an uncommon form of marriage since the majority of societies are patriarchal, and there is an imbalance of power. This form of marriage can be used to control the population. 

Polygamy:	a legally sanctioned or illegal marital relationship in which one person has more than one husband or wife at the same time. (LO 13.1.2)

A broad term includes a person having one or more significant others or spouses. In most countries, polygamy is illegal, as in the U.S., but it is still practiced. 

Polygyny:	a legally sanctioned or illegal marital relationship in which one man has multiple wives. (LO 13.1.2)

This is the most common form of polygamy, in which the man has more than one wife. The living arrangements can be each wife having her own home or all wives living in the same house. 

Sandwich Generation:	those individuals that are raising children and caring for aging parents at the same time. (LO 13.5.1) 

Members of the sandwich generation consist of caregivers responsible for their parents' physical, emotional, and sometimes economic well-being while still maintaining responsibilities for their children. 

Serial Monogamy:	a marriage pattern in which one person has multiple spouses but not at the same time. (LO 13.1.2)

This form of marriage is the result of divorce becoming common. Individuals marry and divorce but are highly likely to remarry. The stigma of divorce has decreased, and there are more remarriages. Some individuals have been married 3 or 4 times and have families from some or all of the spouses. 

Substance Abuse:	the use of alcohol, drugs, or other substances that result in negative consequences for the user and those around them. (LO 13.3.2) 

Substance abuse occurs when an individual becomes dependent or overindulges in alcohol or drugs and is unable to maintain themselves or their relationships. 
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