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While not everything may be on this study guide, it will help you review some key points in each module of the chapter. Read through the module, expanded key terms, and ask your instructor if there are additional questions after completing this study guide. 
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1. How is sociology related to the Medical College Admission Test (MCAT)? 
2. How is health socially constructed? 
3. How is an illness defined by time and place?
4. Provide examples of contested illnesses. 
5. What is the significance of the social construction of fear in relation to illness?
6. What are the three components of how health and illness are socially constructed? 
7. How can drug company marketing enlarge the symptoms of disorders?
8. What is the significance of the rise of fast food in relation to health and illness?
9. What is community-supported agriculture (CSA)?
10. What is the significance of decreased levels of physical activity in the U.S. in relation to health and illness?
11. What were the reasons for increased life expectancy in the 20th century?
12. What is the leading cause of preventable disease and death in the U.S.? 
13. What are the rights and responsibilities of someone “sick”? 
14. What is an interesting trend in regard to people holding individuals responsible for their illnesses?
15. How has the doctor-patient relationship changed? 
16. How has access to medical information on the Internet changed the proctor-patient relationship? 
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1. How does social class impact health and illness?
2. Discuss the two studies and the differences in health and illness between the two counties in West Virginia. 
3. How do sex and gender impact health and illness?
4. How do race and ethnicity impact health and illness? 
5. How are healthcare delivery systems ranked? 
6. Discuss universal health care coverage and the status of the U.S. 
7. How has the Affordable Health Care Act (ACA) impacted the percentage of uninsured? 
8. What are two differences between the U.S. healthcare system and the U.K., Sweden, and Germany? 
9. Discuss characteristics of the U.K., Sweden, and German health care systems. 
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1. Which demographic group has the highest number of uninsured?
2. What are the benefits of the Affordable Care Act?
3. How does the U.S. compare with other nations when it comes to healthcare?
4. What are the four measurable outcomes of healthcare? 
5. What does the concept of efficacy mean as it relates to healthcare? 
6. How is patient safety measured in the field of healthcare? 
7. Why does coordination matter for patients when interacting with healthcare professionals? 
8. What does patient-centered care mean?
9. How do functionalist, conflict, and symbolic interactionist theories explain healthcare in the U.S.? 
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1. What are some of the reasons parents give for choosing not to vaccinate their children?
2. How can the issue of vaccination be both a personal trouble and a public issue? 
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1. What is HIPAA?
2. In what way has technology complicated the issue of patient privacy in healthcare?
3. Why do Americans choose to go overseas for medical treatments? 
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