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While not everything may be in this study guide, it will help you review some key points in each chapter module. Read through the module, expanded key terms, and ask your instructor if there are additional questions after completing this study guide. 
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1. Why is it important to sequentially address the 8 steps of the scientific method? 
a. Each step builds on the previous steps. The beginning steps are the foundational elements required for the latter steps. 
2. Why is it important to address all of the 8 steps of the scientific method?
a. Leaving a step out of the sequence can be disastrous as leaving an integral ingredient out of a recipe. Research is a science requiring all steps to be scientifically sound and complete. 
3. How are the 8 steps of the scientific method similar to baking a cake?
a. The scientific method is similar to baking a cake, requiring all ingredients (or steps) to finish with a successful end product. Leaving out one or two steps (or ingredients) will result in a disappointing outcome. 
4. How can researchers conduct “bad” research?
a. Not everyone can conduct research professionally that holds up to scrutiny by other researchers. It takes the practice and guidance of trained researchers to avoid pitfalls and disappointments that result from conducting “bad” research. 
5. Why is the “question” not always related to the problem? 
a. Many topics simply describe aspects of human behavior and society. 
6. Provide examples of topics sociologists’ studies that are not related to social problems. 
a. Living alone, female sexuality, American cities 
7. What is the purpose of the American Sociological Association (ASA)?
a. The American Sociological Association (ASA) is a national organization for sociologists dedicated to advancing sociology as a scientific discipline and profession that serves the public good. 
8. What sources are searched for a literature review?
a. Peer reviewed, academic sources
9. What is the significance of “peer review”?
a. Peer Review: a process by which research is evaluated by a group of experts in the specific subject area
10. What is the purpose of the literature review?
a. A literature review ensures the sources are legitimate and reputable since they have gone through a strenuous process to determine if the scientific method is stringently followed
11. Provide an example of a hypothesis and indicate the dependent and independent variables. 
a. Hypothesis: Children of divorced parents are more likely to experience divorce in their own marriage. 
b. Independent Variable: Being a child of divorced parents
c. Dependent Variable: Increased likelihood of divorce
12. Using the topic of bullying, provide an example of when reliability could be compromised within a research project. 
a. If more than one interviewer is used in the process of asking undergraduates about their experiences with bullying, reliability could be compromised. The interview process must be scripted, and the questions read verbatim. 
13. Provide examples of quantitative and qualitative research projects. 
a. Quantitative
i. Using existing data from the US Census data to study divorce. 
b. Qualitative
i. Interviewing male and female undergraduate students at a university about their experiences with bullying. 
14. What functions does the IRB serve within the process of the scientific method? 
a. The IRB determines whether there is potential for any physical, emotional, psychological, legal, or economic risk to participants. 
15. Discuss ways of analyzing data. 
a. Quantitative research
i. Usually requires analytical software
b. Qualitative research
i. Interpreted by the research or software that organizes and analyzes content from interviews, focus groups, audio, social media, and web pages 
16. Describe how the hypotheses and drawing conclusions are related. 
a. When drawing conclusions, one must determine if their hypothesis is supported. 
b. Based on the analysis, one can then draw conclusions and possibly generalize and apply the results to a larger population. 
17. Discuss ways to report the results of research. 
a. Presenting findings at conferences 
b. Publishing the results within academic journals
i. Pose limitations, new questions, and recommendations for further consideration
c. Government reports
d. Online news outlets
e. Newspaper and magazine articles 
18. Provide examples of questions that might be posed upon completion of the research project. 
a. What did I discover during my investigation that I wish I had known before I developed my hypotheses and collected my data?
b. What would I do differently if I were to start over?
c. What did I learn that would impact my research?
d. What were the pitfalls or challenges that impacted my research?
e. How will my research be useful for public policy decisions improving society? 
19. List, in order, the 8 steps of the scientific method. 
a. Define the question or problem
b. Review the literature
c. Develop hypotheses
d. Choose a research design and methods
e. Collect data
f. Analyze data 
g. Draw conclusions
h. Report results and pose new questions 
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1. Describe the research method Emile Durkheim used in his study on suicide.
a. Secondary Analysis
2. What are the advantages of the secondary analysis method?
3. What are the disadvantages of the secondary analysis method?
4. What are the advantages of the survey method?
5. What are the disadvantages of the survey method?
6. What are the advantages of the experiment method?
7. What are the disadvantages of the experiment method?
8. What are the advantages of the longitudinal method?
9. What are the disadvantages of the longitudinal method?
10. What are the advantages of the in-depth interview method?
11. What are the disadvantages of the in-depth interview method?
12. What are the advantages of the participant observation method?
13. What are the disadvantages of the participant observation method?
For Questions 2 - 13 and 15 - 18, refer to the table below. 
Quantitative Methods 
	Method
	Advantage
	Disadvantage

	Secondary Analysis
	Existing data is plentiful, and the study can be conducted quickly 
	Available data may not fit the research question

	Survey
	Cost effective and convenient 
	Inflexible design and potential low response rate 

	Experiment
	More control over design and stronger validity and reliability 
	Inability to generalize data

Ethical considerations 

	Longitudinal Studies
	Provides broad and detailed data
	Expensive and requires multi-year commitment

Loss of participants


Qualitative Methods 
	Method
	Advantage
	Disadvantage

	In-Depth Interviews
	Ability to explore different angles and levels
	Transcribing notes can be time-consuming and focuses on individuals 

Results cannot be generalized to larger populations

	Participant Observation
	Unrestricted access to observe social behavior
	Difficult to document details and potentially can be unethical 

	Focus Groups
	Ease of implementation and quick results
	Groupthink can occur and moderators can skew the results 

	Content Analysis
	Does not involve human subjects and cost-effective
	Researchers must “read between the lines” 


14. Recount the case study involving the Church of Satan.
a. Convert Observation: When the researcher secretly participates and does not reveal their identity
b. Alfred Randall joined the Church of Satan in San Francisco. He covertly studied the organization as a church historian, the cover was blown, and he was still allowed to investigate the church for years after that. 
15. What are the advantages of the focus group method?
16. What are the disadvantages of the focus group method?
17. What are the advantages of the content analysis method?
18. What are the disadvantages of the content analysis method?
19. Why do some researchers deem that quantitative methods are superior?
a. The data collection for quantitative designs is structured and statistical compared to the more unstructured and non-statistical approach of qualitative designs. 
20. Which research design allows for the generalization of the results?
a. QUANTitative
21. Which research design uncovers popular trends?
a. QUALitative
22. Which research design’s sample size is normally the smallest?
a. QUALitative
23. Which research design allows for recommendations for public policy?
a. QUANTitative
24.  What is the General Social Survey (GSS)? 
a. A national survey on contemporary American society to monitor and explain trends and constants in attitudes, behaviors, and attributes. 
[bookmark: _864qszx6dtbz]Module 3
1. Explain how snowball sampling might be used in ethnographic research.
a. The researcher does not turn to strict or formal methods of finding study participants; instead, they rely on people befriended in the community they are researching to introduce others to the study. 
2. Recount some key points about Carol Stack’s research for All Our Kin.
a. Three-year study that involved Stack (a young white woman) delving into a poor, urban, African American community to evaluate how family systems are used to deal with poverty. 
b. Form of ethnography
c. Stack approached her subjects through her acquaintances and friendships (snowball sampling)
d. Stack created relationships with her subjects, became a part of their lives, and as a result, was able to offer tremendous insight. 
3. What is a debriefing, and why is it used in research?
a. A follow-up review of the research for subjects to gain insight into the conclusions drawn from the study
4. Recount some key points about Laud Humphrey’s ethnography on tearooms.
a. Ethnographic project
b. Tearooms are public restrooms where men go to engage in anonymous gay sex
c. Laud Humphrey frequented the tearooms and offered to be a lookout for police to gain the respect of the visitors. While on the lookout, Humphrey secretly jotted down the license plate numbers to find the men’s addresses and subsequently arrived at the men’s homes disguised and pretending to be a health researcher in order to interview their families. 
5. What is a sample of convenience, and why could it be a cause of concern?
a. Sample of convenience: research sample that is based on the ease of accessibility of the research subjects 
b. Respondents can often hold similar views. The respondents are chosen for their ease of access and are often friends and/or family of the researcher
6. Explain why it is important to choose the right research design.
a. In one broad topic, there are a variety of possible areas of study. It is important to be very specific about what you are studying in order to develop an appropriate research design. 
7. Provide examples of how various research methods might be used to study the issue of poverty and crime.
a. Conflict Theory
i. Social inequality in terms of socioeconomic status or race and ethnicity may play a role in the differing crime rates of boys. The research on this topic would focus on the standpoint of competition and change. 
b. Functionalist Theory
i. The criminal justice system is a large-scale social structure that a sociologist might research from a functionalist perspective to see how the criminal justice system contributes to the stability of society.
c. Symbolic Interactionist Theory
i. Friends and family are often very involved in everyday social lives, poverty, and crime. This theory would consider the boys' face-to-face interactions with those affected. 
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1. What are the advantages of case studies?
a. Case studies provide a deeper understanding of the person or issue being studied. 
2. What are the disadvantages of case studies?
a. The findings may not be applicable to any other situation. 
3. What are the five questions useful to applying verstehen?
a. Who was involved, and what was their relationship to each other both as individuals and as members of the larger social culture? 
b. What were the circumstances of the event?
c. Where did the event take place?
d. When did the event take place in terms of the participant’s personal and cultural histories? 
e. Why did the event and the response take place? 
4. Explain why it is important to take an empathetic approach to understanding human behavior.
a. Understanding why someone does something and what it means in their group or society is important and goes hand in hand with the sociological imagination because they incorporate the individual's experience into the larger social context. 
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1. Who was Harriett Martineau, and why was she important to the history of sociology?
a. First female sociologist
b. Martineau translated Comte’s work into English and authored the first piece on research methods and analysis of American society.
2. Who was Anna Julia Cooper, and why was she important to the history of sociology?
a. Prominent African-American author and educator
b. Cooper was born into slavery, obtained her Ph.D., and wrote a title that is seen as the first example of black feminism 
3. Who was Beatrice Potter Webb, and why was she important to the history of sociology?
a. English sociologist, researcher, taught sociology 
b. Webb coauthored 11 books and was instrumental in the social reform of the British welfare system. 
4. Who was Jane Addams, and why was she important to the history of sociology?
a. Addams founded the Hull House (designed to address issues of poverty in low-income communities), was the first American to be awarded a Nobel Peace Prize, and was the founder of social work as a profession. 
5. Who was Sophonisba Breckinridge, and why was she important to the history of sociology?
a. First woman to be admitted to the Kentucky bar association 
b. Breckinridge was a dedicated academic who wrote extensively on issues pertaining to family and public welfare. She co-founded the University of Chicago’s School of Social Service Administration
6. Who was Marianne Weber, and why was she important to the history of sociology?
a. Important figure in the German feminist movement
b. Weber authored nine books on sociology and social analysis and was the first woman elected to the German parliament 
Questions 7 - 15 are answered in the graph below. 
	
	The Problem
	The Solution
	The Strategy

	Liberal Feminism
	Sex discrimination and sex-biased laws are a product of prejudice and stereotyping by society
	→The reform of sex-biased laws
→Challenging sexism, improving rights, and expanding opportunities in society
	→Reducing gender roles
→Increasing education
→Removing discriminatory legislation
→Implement laws that address sexism
→Increase resources to areas impacted by biological differences
→Childcare

	Radical Feminism
	The intersection of various types of oppression in society and the patriarchal control men have over women’s reproduction and sexuality is the root of the problem. 
	→Challenging the power structure in society
→ Addressing the intersectionality of oppression
→ Liberating women from their reproductive role 
	→Separating the sexes
→Redefining private space and working relationships 
→Challenging the oppressors
→Reclaiming women’s voices
→Using technology to free women from the reproductive process

	Marxist / Social Feminist
	The root of the problem is located in the role patriarchy and capitalism in society
	→Focus on politics and economics
→In order for there to be a solution, there has to be a change in the relationship between the public or production side of society and the private reproductive side (including a reconstruction of the division of labor and the elimination of the separation between paid and unpaid labor) 
	→Strengthening the connection between work and home
→Establishing more autonomous women’s organizations
→Increasing women’s representation in politics 
→Working towards future political goals (prefigurative politics)


7. What is the focus of Black and Chicana feminist theory?
a. Analyzing issues based on race and ethnicity
8. Explain how feminist theory impacted sociological research in the 20th century.
a. The feminist theory challenged the status quo of the establishment. It changed sociological research by introducing knowledge methods of study that have broadened the range of voices heard in both academia and the larger society.
9. Identify ways in which technology has influenced sociological research.
a. Data compiled on an iPad
b. Surveys conducted online via smartphone 
c. Use of clicker technology in college classrooms creating an interactive environment 
d. More effective means of exploring the various issues important to society
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